
Developed in the Spring of
2001 by Dr. Cigliano, the
Biodiversity &
Conservation Biology
(BCB) major at Cedar Crest
College is a field-based
program for students who
are interested in
environmental issues that
concern the loss of
biodiversity. Such issues
include the origin and
maintenance of
biodiversity, the effects of
habitat loss and
fragmentation, invasive
species, and

Biodiversity & Conservation Biology Major Arrives at CCC

By Nicole Sperbeck ‘04

New Conservation Club

By Amber Zehner ‘04

In the fall of 2002, Cedar
Crest College students
started a Conservation
Club on campus.  The
advisors, Dr. John Cigliano
and Dr. Amy Faivre are very
excited to see some
conservation and
environmental action
taking place on our
campus.  The club, founded
by juniors Nicole Sperbeck
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overexploitation on
biodiversity, the design and
implementation of nature
reserves, the restoration
of degraded ecosystems,
and the use of zoos,
botanical gardens, and
aquariums in maintaining
and restoring biodiversity.

BCB students get a strong
background in ecology and
conservation biology
through course and
fieldwork and, beginning in
their freshmen year,

and Amber Zehner
currently has around 10-
15 active members, and
hopes that with more
interesting and engaging
activities that number will
increase.

As soon as the club was
approved by the SGA, they
hit the ground running, so
to speak.  In October, they
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Liz conducting
fieldwork at the
Acopian Center

for Conservation
Learning at Hawk

Mountain
Sanctuary

“Students have the

opportunity to

participate in field

studies to places

such as the Amazon

rainforest and the

coral reefs of the

Bahamas.”
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New Major in Biodiversity & Conservation Biology

through research done in
collaboration with one of
the BCB faculty (Dr.
Cigliano, Dr. Faivre, Dr.
Kliman, or Dr. Hale).
Students will also have
the opportunity to
participate in field studies
to places such as the
Amazon rainforest and
the coral reefs of the
Bahamas. And through
our collaboration with
Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary, students will
be able to take classes,
conduct independent
research and do
internships at a world-
class and internationally
known sanctuary.

Conservation biology,
however, is not only
fieldwork. Students will
also learn valuable (and
marketable) lab-based
skills, such as
Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) and computer
modeling, using our state-
of-the-art computational
biology lab.

Conservation biologists
are also concerned with
public policy. Science must
be integrated into policy
so that conservation
plans can be put into

practice. Towards this end,
students will get a strong
grounding in public policy
analysis and in the
examination of contemporary
political perspectives
through coursework,
internships, and service
learning.

A B.S. in BCB from Cedar
Crest College will prepare
students for graduate study
in conservation biology and
environmental policy or
rewarding careers in
conservation and
environmental governmental
and non-governmental
agencies and organizations,
policy and advocacy jobs,
environmental consulting
firms, law and publishing
firms, education, and zoos
and aquariums.

For more information on the
major, contact Dr. John
Cigliano at 610.606.4666,
ext. 3702 or at
jaciglia@cedarcrest.edu.

You can also visit the BCB
website through the link at
The department of
biological sciences website:
www2.cedarcrest.edu/academic/bio/homepg.html

Continued from pg. 1



Zeus

“Caring about
the environment
is not just an
issue for
science majors!”
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raised money for a new
name and a new cage for an
iguana, whose home is in the
BCB lab (SC106).  “Zeus”
was the chosen name and
the club was able to raise
$40 from donations, which
built Zeus a lovely home,
with much more room. The
club also sold candy
baskets to be given out for
Halloween to students on
campus, from which they
grossed around $120.

Now it’s spring, and as the
club’s popularity grows,
more fun activities and
projects are being planned.
One of the projects is the
Adopt-a-Highway Program.
Members of the club, along
with any other volunteers
on or off campus will be
cleaning up litter and
trash on the shoulder of
Route 222, or Hamilton
Blvd. Another one of the
important projects is a
campus recycling program.
The club has put out
recycling containers in
Butz Hall on campus for
soda cans, which are taken
to a special recycling
center.  So far, the
program has been
successful in Butz, and the
club plans to include the
other three dorms on
campus.

Conservation Club

However, the top priority
on the Conservation
Club’s list is Earth Day
2003, a campus- and
community-wide celebration
of our earth.  We are
teaming up with other clubs
such as the Art Society and
the Preterite, to bring the
campus an exciting day of
environmental education
and activities (see p. 7 for
schedule).

The club plans on inviting
area nursery schools,
after school programs and
the campus Girl Scouts
organization on to the
celebration, which will
feature fun children’s
outdoors activities along
with a play-adapted version
of Dr. Seuss’ book “The
Lorax.”

In the evening the club has
invited alumni Katherine
McCarter ‘64, currently
the Executive Director of
The Ecological Society of
America to come and give a
presentation, which is open
to the public. The title of
Ms. McCarter’s talk is
"Making a Difference
through Ecological
Science".  Also scheduled
is a panel discussion on
environmental issues and

Continued from pg. 1

Continued on pg. 3



PAGE 4 OF 8

“We spent nine

beautiful days in

Stanyard Creek

snorkeling around

coral reefs and

exploring mangrove

forests.”

Conservation Club

careers. The panel will
include alumni, current
students, and
environmental
professionals.

Sound interesting?  Make
sure to attend weekly
Conservation Club
meetings to get all of the
information you need and
to make a contribution.
The dates and times are
posted publicly, and all

BCB Students study conservation ecology of Bahamanian
coral reefs

By Nicole Sperbeck ‘04

As a Biodiversity and
Conservation Biology
major at Cedar Crest
College, I had the
opportunity to participate
in the Marine Field Ecology
and Biodiversity course
that was taught by Dr.
Cigliano on Andros Island,
the Bahamas. We spent nine
beautiful days in Stanyard
Creek snorkeling around
coral reefs and exploring
mangrove forests. Our

majors all welcome!  Be
sure to check the clubs
website at
http://www2.cedarcrest.e
du/academic/bio/jcigliano
/BCB/Conservation_Club.
html

Caring about the
environment is not just an
issue for science majors!

base station was the
Bahamas Environmental
Research Center (BERC),
where we would start our
day with breakfast and a
brief overview of the days’
activities. Once “class time”
was over we would head
out to the field, whether
that be the ocean, a
terrestrial blue hole, or a
neighboring village, and
partake in field
experiences.

Continued from pg. 2

Nicole, Lindasy, &
Erica holding
locally made

Bahamian straw
baskets

Continued on pg. 3



Nicole getting
ready to do some

research

“groups of us
snorkeled
around Coconut
Grove on a
warm, sunny day
and wrote down
all the
different types
of fish we saw.
It was the best
research
project I have
ever done!”
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Bahamian Coral Reefs

As a class project, we
conducted a baseline survey
of the biodiversity of fish
species in Coconut Grove to
determine if nutrient runoff
was affecting species
richness of the patch reef
system. To accomplish this,
groups of us snorkeled
around Coconut Grove on a
warm, sunny day and wrote
down all the different types
of fish we saw. It was the
best research project I have
ever done!

Also, during our time at
Stanyard Creek, we had the
fortune of meeting local
residents and experiencing
their cultural festivities.
Junkanoo, which is the
Bahamian version of Mardi
Gras, was going on and all
of us were able to
participate in the
celebration by helping the
local children make masks

and attending the community
picnic.

The Marine Field Ecology
and Biodiversity class was
important to me because it
gave me a chance to study in
the field as well as interact
with local residents and
talk about conservation
issues that affect their
lives. I would encourage as
many people as possible to
take this course because it
is not only a wonderful
experience, but a rewarding
experience.

“The Commute” – Liz,
Erica, & Dr. Cigliano

get a little wet on
the way to the reef.

A pair on Queen
Triggerfish – one of the

many tropical fish seen by
snorkeling around

andros.

Continued from pg. 3
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Christina Mejias’06
flagging a Christmas

tree in Acopian
Center plots.

Geographic Information System (GIS) Comes to Cedar Crest

What are these students
doing – are all the
answers in the sky?  Well,
sort of.  These students
are using GPS (Global
Positioning System) units
to receive signals from the
United States NAVSTAR
satellite system.  When
they enter a point into the
GPS unit, the satellite
signals are recorded as a
distinct location via
latitude and longitude.
Returning to Cedar Crest
College, students hook up
their GPS units to
computers in the new GIS
lab and download their
points.  These points are
then mapped onto an aerial
photo or a digitized
topographic map using the
GIS (Geographical
Information System)
software ArcView.

Shown here, Christina
Mejias’06 and Kalyn
Hope’06 have been working
on a freshman research
project with research
director Amber Zehner’04
and Dr. Amy Faivre.
Christina and Kalyn have
been flagging Christmas
trees on an abandoned
Christmas tree farm that is
now owned by the Acopian
Center for Conservation
Learning near Kempton, PA.
Dr. Faivre and Corinne
Campbell’05 have
established vegetation

plots on a portion of the
Christmas tree farm.  While
Christina and Kalyn have
been mapping the
distribution of Christmas
trees within the plots,
Corinne and Dr. Faivre
have been mapping the
distribution of other
woody vegetation with a
DBH (diameter at breast
height – a standard
measure in ecology) of 1
cm or more.  With these
maps completed, Dr. Faivre
will be working with the
conservation staff at the
Acopian Center to plan for
future management of this
site.  Plans include
removal of some of the
Christmas trees and non-
native, invasive woody
species, to provide
additional habitat for
native plant species and
better nesting sites for
birds.

In addition to mapping
vegetation at the Acopian
Center, Gina Mallory’05
(shown here helping Kalyn)
and Corinne, along with
other students in Dr.
Faivre’s GIS course have
just completed a map of
the Cedar Crest College
Arboretum.  The class’s
next project is to map and
assess habitat use by birds
and mammals at Trexler
Park in Allentown, PA.

First, determine the audience

of the newsletter. This could

be anyone who might benefit

from the information it

Corinne Campbell’05
entering a GPS point

Kalyn Hope’06
entering location of

Christmas tree and
Gina Mallory’05

flagging tree.
.



“act locally, Think

globally!”
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“Every Day is earth

Day.”

Tuesday April 22, 2003  EARTH DAY!

11:30-1:30pm Campus-wide picnic, grills on TCC
veranda, eat on campus quad in front of
the administration building with
music/musical performances.

1:30-5:00pm Tables in place around the green with:
Alpha Psi Omega (drama honor society)
production of The Lorax in the Greek
Theater (2pm)
Art Society
paper-making with recycled paper
earth day mural (starts at 11am and will
end…..when it is finished)
Biology Club
planting seeds in biodegradable pots
Conservation Club
educational information table
petition-writing table (12-1:30)
tie-dye t-shirts
take your photo as an endangered
species
The Discovery Center of Science
and Technology and Lehigh County
Composting with worms and worm
biology
Good Shepherd/Art Society
trash to treasure contest (ends at 4pm)
The Preterite
Reading of a children’s story
Wildlands Conservancy
animal exhibit with interpreters (1:30-3,
3-5pm)

5:00-6:00 pm Environmental Forum
Rodale Institute (Anthony Rodale),
Discovery Center (Science Coordinator-
David Smith, PhD), Acopian Center at
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (Keith
Bildstein, PhD), Katherine McCarter’64,

Earth Day ’03 Schedule

Continued next page



For more information
on the Biodiversity and
Conservation Biology

major or the
Conservation Club,
please contact Dr.

John Cigliano at

Phone:
610.606.4666, x3702

Fax:
610.606.4616

E-Mail:
jaciglia@cedarcrest.e

du

Heather Cook’02 (Grad Student –
rise in infectious diseases with
global warming), Nicole
Sperbeck’04 (recycling on campus,
environmental issues in Alaska)

6:15 – 7:15 pm Dinner with Panel Speakers, local
alums and friends, faculty, staff
and students in TCC

7:30 – 8:30pm Presentation: Katherine
McCarter ’64, Executive Director
of the Ecological Society of
America,
Making a Difference Through
Ecological Science

Harmon Hall of Peace

Earth Day Schedule continued

Cedar Crest College College


