
In the Spring of 2003, the
Conservation Club at Cedar
Crest College adopted a 1.5 mile
stretch of highway (Hamilton
Street), from Lincoln Street to
Ott Street as part of the
Pennsylvania Adopt-A-Highway
program.  The initial highway
clean up was pretty intensive,
especially when we cleaned up
the highway in drizzle, pouring
rain, and cold damp conditions.  I
guess the greatest reward is
knowing that we’ve contributed
to a cleaner environment and
safer traveling conditions, even
if it is only along a 1.5 mile
stretch of road.

     In addition to shotgun shells,
fireworks, and dead animals, we
found a lot of other items such
as  clothing, tires, car parts
(mechanical and from accidents),
signs, recyclables,
unmentionables, and toys (we
kept a good soccer ball), to
mention a few.  Some of the items
we found were very dangerous
to highway traffic, let alone
human life.  It’s nice to know they
are no longer there, or at least
not as abundant as they were.
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     I would like to personally
thank all the club members and
non-members who contributed to
this worthy and notable cause:
Elizabeth Bauer, Corinne
Campbell, Dr. John Cigliano,
Valerie Ciraulo, Heather DeVoid,
Dr. Amy Faivre, Amanda Hess,
Kathleen Hutchinson, Gretchen
Kowalik, Gina Mallory, Chantell
Metelko, Heidi Nick, Julianne
Sefko, Nicole Sperbeck, Nani
Watimar, and Veronica Yermal.
THANK YOU ALL FOR A JOB
WELL DONE!   I hope to see you
back in the Spring.
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“I guess the
greatest reward is
knowing that we’ve
contributed to a
cleaner
environment and
safer traveling
conditions, even if
it is only along a
1.5 mile stretch of
road.”

The Conservation Club Adopts Part of Hamilton Blvd.
By Kathleen Hutchinson ‘04

Betsy, Kathleen & Gina take a
break during an Adopt-A-Highway

Cleanup. Notice the sign!!

Earth Day 2003
By Nicole Sperbeck ‘04 & Kathleen Hutchinson ‘04

On 22 April 2003, Cedar
Crest College held its Earth
Day celebration, which was
sponsored by the
Conservation Club and the
Arts Society. The Preterite
and the Biology Club were
also involved.

In addition to having fun, the
purpose of the Conservation
Club’s involvement in the

Earth Day celebration was to
promote awareness of
environmental and
conservation issues facing
society today.  Prior to the
actual Earth Day activities,
the Conservation Club
designed and sold the first
ever Cedar Crest College
Earth Day t-shirt. The quote
surrounding the Earth on the
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back of the t-shirts said it all:
“What does it mean to you?”

Children from the
surrounding community
attended the celebration, and
as a token of our
appreciation, they were given
Earth Day t-shirts. There was
also a table set up for anyone
who was interested in “Tie-
Dying” their t-shirts. It was
messy, but a lot of fun! Other
events the Conservation Club
sponsored included: face
painting, a rendition of the
Lorax in the Greek Theater,
and “take your picture as an
endangered animal.” We also
gave the children an array of
wild and crazy plastic insects,
dinosaurs, and exotic animals.

The Biology Club sponsored a
table in which the children
could plant seeds in
biodegradable pots. The
Preterite Club read stories
on environmental issues to
the children and also
sponsored a nature poetry
reading for Cedar Crest
students. And the Art Society
sponsored a paper-making
station in which people could
make paper out of recycled
materials.

A representative from The
Wildlands Conservancy’s
Poole Wildlife Sanctuary was
also on hand and presented
some of the animals The
Conservancy had rescued and
continues to maintain in their
Menagerie.  Some of the
animals present at Earth Day
included an owl, a snake, and a
hedgehog.

A petition table was available
for anyone who was
interested in taking action

against current
environmental issues. One
such petition urged people to
tell the Bush Administration
not to weaken the Clean Air
Act. Approximately 25 people
signed the petition and made a
difference!

The Conservation Club invited
a panel of speakers to an
environmental forum to talk
about their interests in
conservation issues and what
they were doing to contribute
to the community. Katherine
McCarter, a Cedar Crest
Alumna’64, Anthony Rodale,
from the Rodale Institute, Dr.
Keith Bildstein from hawk
Mountain Sanctuary, Dr. David
Smith, from the Discovery
Center, Heather Cook’02, and
Nicole Sperbeck, a Cedar
Crest student, were among
the speakers on the panel.

For the next Earth Day
celebration in the spring of
2004, the Conservation Club
hopes to expand on ideas from
last year. We are planning on
having a new design for the
Earth Day t-shirts, and we
hope to have more information
to disseminate to the public
regarding education and what
society can do to contribute
to a better Earth. And we hope
for even more involvement
from the entire Cedar Crest
community.

Dr. Cigliano’s
daughters, Marisa &

Olivia, posing as their
favorite endangered

animal.

Earth day T-
Shirt Logo
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Leaving Whittier, Alaska for the
first time since last fall, we
head east through the Passage
Canal. The beginning of May is
still a little early for the
boating season to officially
begin, but we get a head start
before other boaters crowd the
waters. It’s just us and Prince
William Sound. As we sit on the
bridge, with a strong wind in our
faces and a bright sun in our
eyes, we look out at the hanging
glaciers on the mountains that
boarder the narrow passage in
which we are traveling. The
smell of salt water refreshes
our senses and the bright sun
rejuvenates our spirits.

It is hard to believe that
fourteen years ago an enormous
oil tanker, Exxon Valdez, ran
aground and spilled eleven
million gallons of Alaskan
North Slope crude oil into this
magnificent place. This gummy
substance saturated
approximately 1,200 miles of
shoreline (that is equivalent to
the distance between Cape Cod,
MA and the Outer Banks, NC),
killing almost everything in its
path. The hardest hit areas were
the intertidal zones, and this is
where I have focused my
research.

The purpose of my research is to
reassess the damage that the oil
caused to the intertidal zones
of three different habitat-types
and determine if these habitats
have recovered. With the help of
Dr. Cigliano, I came up with a
research design during the
spring semester of 2003, I
compiled test data and analyzed
it, and I researched previous
studies on similar topics. This

Student Research in
Biodiversity & Conservation Biology

all prepared me for what was to
come.

Once I made it back to Alaska, I
had a lot of work to do. First
and foremost, was tracking
down a hula-hoop, since this
would be used as my quadrat
(quadrats are a very important
part of sampling and a hula-hoop
was perfect for the job!) I then
had to figure out exactly where I
would be going, so I did a little
more research and found a great
map that detailed all the islands
that were hit with oil and what
their habitat- types were. Once
this was complete, it was time to
get busy.

Throughout the course of the
summer, I took samples eight
different times. Transects, which
ran from the upper intertidal to
the lower intertidal, were set up
on each island; each transect
was divided into three sections
(the upper, middle and lower
intertidal zones), and within each
section, three quadrats were
sampled. This means nine
quadrats per transect.

With the help of my parents and
brother, I ended up with a lot of
great data. We found critters
that I never knew existed in
Alaska, some of which include
chitons, limpets, hermit crabs,
and more. It was amazing to see
that Prince William Sound
supported so much biodiversity!

In the next few months, I
will be analyzing my data to
determine the extent of recovery
of these intertidal zones. I hope
to find that each ecosystem is
back to its pre-spill health.

Can anyone
identify this

critter? If you
can, let Nicole

know!

Research in Prince William Sound, Alaska
By: Nicole Sperbeck ‘04

Eleanor
Island – one
of Nicole’s
study sites
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“Every week, I spent 3-6

hours hunting down this

little creature in 12 of the
13 groves out at the

farm.”

Summer Senior Research at the Rodale Experimental
Tree Farm in Emmaus, Pa

By Kathleen Hutchinson ‘04

Halyomorpha halys

The Brown
Marmorated

Stinkbug

I spent this past summer,
my last, out at the
Rodale Experimental
Tree Farm, Center for
Organic Farming at
Emmaus, Pa.  My ultimate
goal this past summer
was to use Geographic
Information Systems
(GIS), and the Global
Positioning System (GPS),
to identify what
vegetation our famous
little stinkbug was using
for its host plants.

Every week, I spent 3-6
hours hunting down this
little creature in 12 of
the 13 groves out at the
farm.  The trees planted
in each grove all served
a different purpose.
From Nitrogen fixation
to the prevention of
erosion, each grove was
thoughtfully planned
and planted.

In order to generate a
host plant list, the
woman who planted the
majority of the groves,
MaryAnn Tretter,

escorted me through
each grove and helped me
identify each and every
tree on the farm.  I later
took GPS waypoints
every time I spotted one
of our stinkbugs,
Halyomorpa halys,
during any of its instars,
or developmental
stages.  From the list of
plants I GPSed and the
sightings I GPSed, I can
add to the known host
plant record.

For details and results,
please keep a look out
for my Senior research
presentation in the
Spring. Also, if anyone
has any questions
regarding stinkbugs in
general, you may contact
Dr. John Cigliano
(SC112), Gina Mallory or
myself (via email if you
don’t know us), and we
will be happy to answer
any of your concerns or
questions.  Happy
stinkbug hunting, and
keep an eye to the sky!



Nicole & Cheryl at the
AMNH

“After lunch we
walked over to
Maxilla and
Mandible, an
eclectic store
with animal
skeletons,
biology posters,
and several
bronze statues
by Cedar Crest
College art
professor
Nelson
Maniscalco.”
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Evolution Class Visits American Natural History Museum in
New York City

By Dr. Amy faivre

Under cloudy skies and a light
rain, members of the Evolution
course gathered by the loading
dock at the Science Center.  At
the very early hour of 7:30am we
zipped over to the Charcoal
Dinner for our departure on the
Bieber bus.  Less than two hours
later, we arrived at the Port
Authority bus station in NYC.
After a quick snack, we tried our
hand at ordering metro cards and
attempting to get through the
subway turnstalls – after a few
bruised hips, we were on our way.
We were delivered right to the
American Museum of Natural
History.  Here are Biodiversity and
Conservation Biology Seniors
Cheryl Parrott’04 and Nicole
Sperbeck’04 posing before a
subway mural at the museum stop.

Once inside the museum, we took a
course photo in the main lobby,
surrounded by a large
brontosaurus reconstruction,
quite impressive!  On the fourth
floor we found an extraordinary
exhibit showing vertebrates and
their extinct ancestors,
dinosaurs, and the earliest
mammals.  The class was given a
set of questions by Dr. Faivre –
whoever gave the most correct
answers won a gift certificate to
the museum gift shop.  Prizes were
won by Biodiversity and
Conservation Biology major
Gretchen Kowalik’05 and Biology
major Katie Paradise’04, for their
excellent answers.  Runners-up
included Biology major Amber
Zehner’04 and Cheryl Parrott’04.
After being surrounded by such
exotic coelacanths, giant sloths,
and Pterosaurs, we were ready
for lunch!

After lunch we walked over to
Maxilla and Mandible, an eclectic
store with animal skeletons,
biology posters, and several
bronze statues by Cedar Crest
College art professor Nelson
Maniscalco.   From there it was a
short walk to Zabar’s, an
important gourmet food museum.
We spent our last afternoon
moments in Times Square where
Biology major Lindsay Schwab’04
introduced us to the giant three-
story Toys R’Us and Nicole
Sperbeck’04 encouraged us to
sample some roasted coconut
husks.  Back at Port Authority we
met up with Genetic Engineering
major Melissa Czock’04 and her
dad, who had managed to squeeze
in a visit to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art along with their
trip to the American Museum of
Natural History.  It was a lively
day had by all!
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Evolution Class at AMNH

Dr. Faivre and the Evolution Class at the American Museum
of Natural History.  Pictured are (from left to right) are:
(standing) Dr. Faivre, Nicole Sperbeck ’04, Cheryl Parrot
’04, Amber Zehner ’04, Lindsay Schwab ’04, Melissa Czock

’04, (kneeling) Katie Paradise ’04, and Gretchen Kowalik ’05.
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“Every Day is earth

Day.”

Twice a year the Wildlands
Conservancy in Emmaus, Pa (a.k.a.
Pool Wildlife Santuary), a non-
profit organization, holds a
Native Plant Sale promoting,
what else, native plants.  The
Fall sale took place on Friday
and Saturday, October 5th and 6th

respectfully.

They featured a variety of
beautiful native shrubs, trees,
wildflowers, ferns, grasses, and
aquatic plants.  I spent from July
12th to October 4th watering,
mulching, edging, weeding,
rearranging, and setting up for
the big event.  I was amazed at the
variety of beautiful native plants
we have right under our noses!  By
the same token, it bothers me that
we humans intentionally
introduce so many invasive species
into our environment- an
environment that is already
overflowing with too many.

There will be a huge Spring
Native Plant sale at the
Conservancy as well.  No doubt
I’ll be busy in the nursery again,
drenching wet, muddy, and with
bug guard in hand.  I’ve already
begun working on making the
placards for each species of
plant/tree, etc.  Please get the
word out about the plant sale.  If
you get some time in the Spring,
stop by the Conservancy and see
for yourself how many attractive
native plants there really are.
You can make a difference by
purchasing a low cost tree,
shrub, or perennial and by doing

Local Conservation & Environmental
News

Native Plant Sale at the Pool Wildlife Sanctuary in
Emmaus, Pa

By Kathleen Hutchinson

so, you will be contributing to
conserving native plant
biodiversity.  Happy planting!

Kathleen Hutchinson ’04 working at the native
Plant Sale. Photograph by Frank Wiese of the

Morning Call



For more information on the Biodiversity &
Conservation Biology major or the Conservation

Club, please contact
Dr. John Cigliano
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Fax:
610.606.4616
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jaciglia@cedarcrest.edu
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