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Vampires in the Classroom: Spring Course Looks at Horror’s Superstar 

Assistant Professor of English Robert Wilson doesn’t 

scare easily. Having offered a class titled “The Ameri-

can Horror Show” and another 

focused on the suspenseful 

films of Alfred Hitchcock, 

Wilson will offer his latest 

spine tingler in Spring 2009: 

“American Vampire.” 

The  course will examine varia-

tions on the enduring  vampire 

myth in literature and film. Students will analyze and 

discuss Tod Browning’s classic “Dracula” (1931), starring 

Bela Lugosi; the recently completed and best selling 

Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer; and a belfry-ful of 

other vampire tales both famous and obscure. 

At a college Open House this Fall, prospective students 

asked excitedly about the course, confirming the vam-

pire’s place atop the horror genre’s food chain. Their 

queries suggest that Dr. Wilson has once again tapped a 

rich vein of interest... this time, fittingly, with tales of 

the thirsty and ever-popular undead. 
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News from English 

As one of Cedar Crest’s most active student organiza-

tions, Preterite creates, hosts and sponsors events each 

semester that help to sustain and expand an apprecia-

tion of literature and creative writing throughout the 

college community.  In academic year 2008-2009, how-

ever, the literary club  has committed itself to an  espe-

cially ambitious schedule. 

Fall semester activities have already included a presen-

tation by Preterite officers Lizz Nagle, Danielle 

Schmidgall and Lauren Panepinto at the first-ever Mid-

Atlantic College Student Literary Magazine Confer-

ence, held in Philadelphia on October 3. Preterite’s 

presentation, “Creating Context: the College Campus as 

Supportive Literary Community,” was well received and 

complimented by students and faculty  representing 

colleges from Florida to New England (with a few from 

the Midwest also on hand).  

On October  2, Preterite President Lizz Nagle intro-

duced poet Mark Doty at his Cedar Crest appearance 

(see “Doty,” p. 2), and on October 24th Vice President 

Natasha Jones did the same for novelists Don LoCicero 

and John Hermann, former Cedar Crest faculty mem-

bers who returned to share their work and writing 

wisdom with an audience of students, faculty, alumnae 

and friends. 

Aside from editing and publishing In Other Words, the 

campus literary 

magazine, each 

Spring, Preterite’s 

major project is the 

yearly “Haunted 

Hartzel” event for 

Halloween. On Octo-

ber 26, Hartzel Hall 

was suitably deco-

rated for the mara-

thon reading of scary 

stories and poems. 

Guests including 

Cedar Crest College 

President Carmen 

Ambar and her family 

listened as Preterite 

members, English faculty, and others read works of 

Edgar Allan Poe, excerpts from the Harry Potter novels, 

tales of haunted places in the Lehigh Valley, and, in  the 

filled-to-capacity children’s reading room, picture 

books featuring “Wobble the Witch Cat” and more.  

Delicious treats and cider completed the Halloween 

atmosphere and further ensured that the event was 

once again a great success. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Preterite officers Danielle 

Schmidgall & Lauren Pane-
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Dr. Robert Wilson 



 

Still to come this Fall is a literary movie night at 

Hartzel on December 5, and of course the reading of 

submissions to the magazine. 

In Spring 2009, preparing the magazine for publica-

tion will be Preterite’s first priority, but the club will 

also host a pre-publication reading by campus writers 

whose work will appear in its pages, and will present 

the year’s Creative Writing Awards at the Writing 

Reception in late April. At this annual event the Writ-

ing Program honors students who have written excep-

tional papers for Writing I and Writing II classes, and 

Preterite recognizes those whose fiction, poetry and 

nonfiction submissions to the magazine are  awarded 

(Continued from page 1) prizes in their genres by faculty judges. 

The literary club’s yearly sale of t-shirts bearing a 

literary quote will be replaced this Spring by the sale 

of tote bags; the bags may be emblazoned with a 

Preterite logo to be selected by club members from 

designs created by Cedar Crest students. 

Looking toward the future, Preterite has set its sights 

on an ever-evolving magazine and continuing a high 

level of involvement in campus life. With the addition 

of new software in Hartzel Hall’s  Multimedia Lab, the 

magazine could soon appear online as well as in print; 

and Preterite’s members are always considering fresh 

ideas for events that bring the power and excitement 

of the written word to the entire college community. 

Preterite’s Perpetual Motion 

Book Club to discuss Nicholas Sparks’ Dear John 

and the Allen House (the small building between 
Hartzel and Cressman Library) or in the Alumnae Hall 
lot, which is on the left as you enter campus from 
Cedar Crest Boulevard.  
 
Contact Diane Gehringer (diane@cedarcrest.edu) for a 
parking pass if you’ll be using the Allen House lot. 
 
To have your name added to the email list for infor-
mation on future books and meetings, simply ask 
Susan Ritter at smritter02@verizon.net. 

The Cedar Crest Book Club will meet in Hartzel Hall 

at 6:30PM on Thursday, November 20 to discuss Dear 

John, a novel by Nicholas Sparks. 

This will be the club’s inaugural book discussion. Light 
refreshments will be served and good conversation is 
assured as reading for pleasure gets a big assist from 
Susan Ritter ɉȭΪάɊ and the rest of the club, which is 
open to alumnae, faculty, staff and students. 
 
Parking is available in the lot between Hartzel Hall 

Page 2 News from English 

Poet and nonfiction writer Mark Doty read from his 

work and shared his thoughts on writing with an ap-

preciative audience on Thursday, October 2nd in the 

Tompkins College Center.  

Doty, the author of six books of poems and three 

memoirs, read from his new collection, Fire to Fire, 

and from other works. Among his subjects were a 

harrowing experience of air travel, a lost cockatiel, and 

recollections of his southern childhood.  

Some audience members had enjoyed seeing Doty just 

days before at the Dodge Poetry Festival (see “Poets,” 

p. 3) and had brought friends to his campus appear-

ance. Doty autographed copies of his work after the 

reading, which was sponsored by the English program 

and the Cultural Affairs Committee. 

Mark Doty reads at Cedar Crest 

Mark Doty at the 

TCC, October 

Open House brings students to Hartzel  

On October 24th, the English faculty joined other 

Humanities professors for an Open House at Hartzel 

Hall. All students were invited to come for lunch and 

to ask questions about Majors, Minors and courses in 

Humanities disciplines including English, Communi-

cation, Film Studies, Philosophy, Gender Studies and 

Languages. 

Dr. Wilson described “American Vampire: the Horror 

Genre” (see “Vampires,” p. 1); Dr. Fletcher spoke of 

“Touring British Literature: The Importance of Place,” 

and Henry Marchand let students know that “Voices 

of Africa” will be offered again this Spring, as well. 

Mary Snyder discussed her Creative Nonfiction class 

and noted that she will be teaching Gender Studies 

classes, beginning in Spring. 

Dr. Wilson reads 

The Raven at 
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Current English students, alumnae and faculty en-

joyed attending the rainy but satisfying Geraldine R. 

Dodge Poetry Festival in rustic Waterloo Village, New 

Jersey on September 26. 

Held every two years, “The Dodge” is the nation’s 

largest gathering of renowned poets and poetry fans. 

This year, featured poets included Billy Collins, Sharon 

Olds and Mark Doty, who would visit the Cedar Crest 

campus one week later (see “Doty” on page 2). 

Students Lauren Panepinto and Lindsey Jancay hur-

ried to get Collins’ autograph following his reading 

and comments on poetry in the festival’s Main Tent. 

Literary club President and Crestiad editor Lizz Nagle 

could be seen taking notes during Collins’ session, as 

he shared his often barbed thoughts on the differences 

between poetry and prose. (An example: “Poetry is the 

interruption of silence. Prose is the continuation of 

noise.”) Always a crowd pleaser, the former U.S. Poet 

Laureate also read a sampling of his poems for an 

eager audience. 

After the day’s central event, a “Sampler” that saw 25 

poets take the stage to read a poem or two before 

making way for the next reader, Brenna O’Keefe (’03) 

and Assistant Professor of English Henry Marchand 

agreed that Nigeria’s Chris Abani had made a strong 

impression. Marchand, who will teach “Voices of 

Africa” in Spring ’09, may add Abani to the reading 

list. A teacher at Allentown’s William Allen High 

School, O’Keefe suggested that he also consider Nerv-

ous Conditions, a novel by Tsitsi Dangarembga of 

Zimbabwe. 

Professor LuAnn Fletcher was most impressed by two 

poems offered by Maxine Kumin during the Sampler, 

which explored the subject of marriage from the 

perspectives of youth and age. The variety of voices 

and subjects to be experienced was a pleasure to all. 

The day’s sporadic rain and an early autumn chill had 
no effect on the spirits of the Cedar Crest contingent; 
after all, what’s a little rain when you can spend a day 
with more than two dozen of the world’s greatest 
poets?  

Someone left the poets out in the rain 

On to Africa: Christa Hagan ‘08 accepts position in Nigeria 
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Cedar Crest English stu-

dents, alumnae, faculty and 

ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

largest poetry festival. 

In January 2009, Christa Hagan, an English and 

Communication double major and Spring, 2008 

graduate of Cedar Crest College, will begin her du-

ties as Head of Student Affairs and Director of De-

velopment at The Rainbow College, a school for 

gifted middle- and high school-aged students in 

Lagos, Nigeria. 

“They told me they liked my energy,” she explains, 

describing the favorable results of her interview for 

the two-year position. This is no surprise to anyone 

who knows Christa, who during her four years at 

Cedar Crest seemed to be everywhere at once as 

President of the literary club, columnist for The 

Crestiad, tutor, Alumnae Museum staffer, and or-

ganizer of “Litopia!,” a month long literary event. A 

summer internship in Washington, D.C, convinced 

her that the District was the right place to invest her 

energies after graduation; she is currently Program 

Site Coordinator at Powell Educational Center in the 

D.C. school system. True to form, she supplements 

her long days working with students in grades K-8 

with a weekend job at a local art and jewelry store. 

“I’m sad to be leaving the coolest kids on the 

planet,” she says of leaving her D.C. position for 

Nigeria. But the opportunity in Lagos taps an inter-

est that began here at Cedar Crest: 

“In my sophomore year I started learning about Af-

rica,” she recalls. “A fellow student went to Kenya and 

Sudan and I wondered, how far and wide can I 

reach?” 

Christa’s Cedar Crest education helped answer that 

question. “It was so wide ranging. My classes and the 

other things I did prepared me to grab any thing that 

came my way. I’d advise current and future students: 

jump in! Drop in on club meetings, get involved as 

much as you can. I did a lot, but I look back and 

think, I wish I’d done choir…” 

At the Rainbow School, Christa’s duties will provide 

the variety she loves. Creating extracurriculars, devel-

oping alumni connections and recruiting students 

from outside Nigeria, including from the U.S., will be 

central activities, but she expects surprises, as well. 

Admitting that she is both “excited and terrified” at 

the prospect of living and working in another coun-

try, and one strife-torn along economic, religious, and 

regional divides, Christa realizes that the adventure 

will prepare her for still more service and fulfillment 

in years to come. It will, she notes, improve her pros-

pects for a future Peace Corps placement. 

“I’d love to go to Ethiopia,” she says. 

No doubt they’ll like her energy there, too. 

Nigerian Literature 

Enrolled in ENG 345: 

Voices of Africa in Spring 

2006, Christa read these 

novels: 

The Famished Road, by 

Ben Okri 

Half of a Yellow Sun, by 

Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie 
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Humanities Department 

Cedar Crest College 

100 College Drive 

Allentown, PA 18104 

Phone: 610-6-6-4607 

Fax: 610-606-4614 

E-mail: english@cedarcrest.edu 

The Cedar Crest English major offers students a solid fundamental back-
ground in American, British, and World literature; allows students to develop 
strengths in creative, scholarly, and professional writing; and invites students 
to explore more specialized areas such as linguistics and critical theory.  The 
major is designed to prepare students for graduate study and for careers in 
teaching, publishing, business, government, journalism, advertising, and 
other language-related fields.  More generally, the discipline of English en-
ables students better to understand and respond to their world through the 

spoken and written word, both within the academic setting and beyond. 

The English Program 

 

http://www2.cedarcrest.edu/

academic/hum/english.shtm 

Call for News and Notes 

We sincerely thank the many English graduates who have already 

filled us in on their activities and achievements, and invite all who 

have yet to do so to let us know what you’re doing, as well. 

In the next issue of News from English, we’ll share the wealth of in-

formation we’ve received.  

Please send your information to english@cedarcrest.edu. 

English Program Faculty 

Dr. LuAnn McCracken Fletcher 

lmfletch@cedarcrest.edu 

Dr. Carolyn Foster Segal 

cfsegal@cedarcrest.edu 

Dr. Robert Andrew Wilson 

rawilson@cedarcrest.edu 

Mr. Henry Marchand 

hmarchan@cedarcrest.edu 

Ms. Mary Snyder 

mhsnyder@cedarcrest.edu 

Alumnae Survey 

Cedar Crest English majors who graduated within the past 2o years should 

watch their email and postal mailboxes for an invitation to participate in 

an important survey. As part of the program’s self-assessment and plan-

ning, we are interested in your responses to program-specific questions. 

The survey should arrive in early to mid-December. We ask that if you 

choose to participate, the survey be completed by December 31st. 

Thanks in advance for your help with this important project! 
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