
Pre-Law Program

The Pre-Law Program is designed to provide students with the substantive knowledge, skills and values
essential to success in law school. Cedar Crest recognizes that students bring widely different educational and experiential
backgrounds to their legal education. The Program is intended to broaden the scope of a student’s undergraduate education –
developing the multifaceted inquiry and the adaptable human mind that is supportive of the ultimate career goal of practicing law
suggested by the American Bar Association and the American Association of Law Schools. The interdisciplinary character of the
Program provides excellent preparation for law school by ensuring that students are exposed to the diverse substantive bodies of
knowledge, which serve as the foundation for the contemporary study of law and justice.

The Pre-Law Program offers students a course of academic study that:

• provides basic information about economic, political, and social institutions and values

• cultivates an appreciation of historical documentation and analysis

• develops skills, oral and written, in the use of the English language; and

• develops an ability to think creatively and reason critically

The student who does well in such a curriculum will easily demonstrate that she has the acquired the knowledge, skills and values
essential to successful legal study. 

Although many students pursue the traditional road to law school by majoring in history, political science, psychology, English, or
business, many have focused their studies in more diverse areas such as biology, art, computer science, or education. Cedar Crest
recognizes that good pre-legal education aids the student in developing the skills, values and knowledge essential to the study and
practice of law within areas of inquiry that the student finds exciting.

Moreover, the Pre-Law Program is comprehensive. That is, a rigorous academic Program is only one part of a thorough
pre-legal education. Cedar Crest attaches great importance to advising and mentoring students from the moment that they indicate
an interest in Pre-Law. Prospective law students will consult closely with the Pre-Law advisor, who will assist students in selecting
courses, developing the skills and knowledge foundation, choosing law schools, and navigating the law admissions process. In
addition, students can participate in a mentoring program with area attorneys who are graduates of Cedar Crest themselves. In
sum, Cedar Crest prepares not just future lawyers, but also leaders.

 



As an added commitment to the student, by completing the
suggested course of study for law school preparation, students
become eligible to participate in a Law School Admissions Test
(LSAT) prep course at no charge. Students must maintain a 3.0
GPA overall, and petition the Director to participate. 

Pre-Law Curriculum
To assure an academic foundation essential to the study of law, the
Pre-Law program offers the following course of study: 

PHI 131  Introduction to Logic
ENG 235  Non-Fiction Writing 

Pre-law skills: The student will select 3 skills courses (one must be
a Critical Reading course) from among a number of courses that
develop those skills and values essential for competent lawyering,
such as analytical and problem solving skills, critical reading
abilities, writing skills, oral and written communication skills, and
general research skills.  

Pre-law knowledge: The student will select 3 knowledge courses
from a list of courses which provide a basic understanding of
subjects proving useful to the study of law, and inform on the value
of serving others and promoting justice.

The student is also encouraged to integrate her interest in law by
incorporating legal issues into her capstone experience in her major.  

Some of the law schools where recent Cedar Crest graduates have
chosen to continue their education include:

• Villanova University 
• Dickinson School of Law
• Temple Law School
• Seton Hall
• New England School of Law
• Wake Forest University
• Widener Law School
• Catholic University
• Western New England School of Law

Career Opportunities and Internships
While the primary focus of the Pre-Law Program is preparation for
law school and, ultimately, the practice of law, many graduates have
gone on to enjoy successful careers in a variety of professions. The
Pre-Law curriculum is designed to provide students with the
necessary background to study different types of law ranging from
criminal, labor, tax, corporate and contract law to commercial,
federal, entertainment, international and family law.

Through the Career Planning and Internship Office and in
consultation with the Pre-Law advisor, Cedar Crest students also
have the opportunity to intern with law firms and city, county and
state government as well as working with judges and district
attorneys.

Mock Trial
Cedar Crest College is a member of the American Mock Trial
Association and regularly fields a team of students who want to
push themselves a little harder to learn litigation by litigating
fictitious cases against mock trial teams from such other institutions
as Cornell University, Brown University, Howard University and the
University of Maryland.

Legal Society
The Legal Society is a campus organization that involves the student
in the legal community by sponsoring such activities as speakers,
tours of the new Lehigh County Jail and trips to the courthouse to
observe a trial in progress.

Facilities
Legal research may be conducted at the law library of the Lehigh
County Courthouse or on Cedar Crest College’s computer
terminals dedicated to electronic legal research using Westlaw, Lexis,
or Loislaw. Students gain experience in computer-assisted legal
research through using these databases or on the World Wide Web.

Please note that changes are occasionally made in program
requirements. Schedules for course offerings are announced well in
advance. Faculty work closely with students in program selection
and scheduling.

Cedar Crest College complies with all applicable federal and state
legislation and does not discriminate in educational programs or in
employment on the basis of race, religion, national origin, age, gender,
disability or sexual orientation. 

For additional information about the pre-law program
at Cedar Crest, call or write:

Director of Admissions
Cedar Crest College
Office of Admissions 

100 College Dr.
Allentown PA 18104-6196

www.cedarcrest.edu 
e-mail: cccadmis@cedarcrest.edu 

1-800-360-1222 or 610-740-3780
FAX: 610-606-4647
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